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ISOPODS DECAPODS

21 . Ligia exotica

AMPHIPODS

22. Gammarus sp.

23. Dotilla myctiroides

24

.

Uca sp.

ALGAE

25. Entermorpha sp.

Acknowledgements

Weare grateful to Dr. N. K. Panikkar, Director, National Institute

of Oceanography and Project Leader, Arabian Sea Islands Project

(INSA) for encouragement and interest in the work. Thanks are also

due to Dr. S. N. Dwivedi of National Institute of Oceanography, for

help.

National Institute of PADMAKARV. DEHADRAI
Oceanography, Panjim. ARUNH. PARULEKAR

Arabian Sea Islands Project, ARVIND G. UNTAWALE
Panjim,

November 24, 1971.

References

Balasubramanyan, R. (1971): Ex-

periments with fibreglass sheathing as

a protection against marine woodbor-

ing organisms. Fish. Tech. Vol. VIII,

No. 7:60-65.

, Ravindran, K.,

Nair, N. Unnikrishnan & Pillai,

A. G. Gopalkrishna (1968): Protec-

tion against borers, foulers and cor-

rosion through the use of aluminium

alloy sheathing in a marine environ-

ment. 2nd International Congress on

Marine Corrosion and Fouling.

Athens: 1-7.

Dehadrai, Padmakar V. (1970):

Changes in the environmental features

of the Zuari and Mandovi estuaries

in relation to tides. Proc. Indian Acad.

Sci. 72(2) B : 68-79.

Karande, A. A. (1969): Field and

laboratory investigations on some ma-
rine fouling and boring organisms in

Bombay Harbour. Bull. Natn. Inst.

Sci. India 38( 1) :61 2-622.

Kuriyan, G. K. (1952): Notes on
the attachment of marine sedentary

organisms on different surfaces. /.

Zool. Soc. India 4:157-171.

Nagbhushanam, R. (1960): Resist-

ance of Indian Timbers to attack of

marine borers. Tim. Dryers' a. Pres.

Assoc. India 6(1).

Nair, N. Balakrisiinan (1961):

Some aspects of marine borer pro-

blem in India. /. Sci. Industr. Res. 20

A (10) :555-610.

Nair, N. Unnikrishnan (1965):

Marine fouling in Indian waters. J .

Sci. Industr. Res. 24(9) : 483-488.

25. THE GENUSDELIAS HUBN. FROMTHE PLAINS
OF ASSAM

I was interested to read Messrs Varshney & Nandi’s note [69

(

3): 667-

668] regarding the absence of the genus Delias from the plains of In-
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dia. In Assam the genus is quite definitely not confined to the hills. In

the plains of Sibsagar Dt. Delias aglaia (L.) and descombesi leucantha

(Fruh) were two of our very common butterflies. They were succession

brooded, the larvae feeding, as usual, on Loranthus spp. The following

species were also taken in the plains from time to time:

agostina (Hew.) Occasional, Sibsagar Dt. and Margherita. Two only

from Naga Hills.

hyparete hierte (Hub.) Sibsagar Dt. Not seen in Naga Hills.

thysbe pyramus (Wall). Sibsagar Dt. Not seen in Naga Hills.

As none of these was common in the neighbouring Naga Hills it

would be unsafe to conclude without definite evidence of breeding

habits that they were merely wanderers from the hills. The common
Naga Hills spp. were belladonna lugens (Jord.) and berinda berinda

(M.). These two I never saw in the plains.
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26. DANAID BUTTERFLIES ATTRACTEDTO HELIOTRO-

PIUM 1NDICUM (BORAGINACEAE), AN ALKALOID
CONTAINING PLANT

( With a plate)

While on a survey to locate Bonnet macaque troops around Tulsi lake,

6n 22nd May, 1974, in company with Mr. P. Kannan, Curator for Ani-

mals, Borivli National Park, Maharashtra State, I observed a number

of Danaid butterflies ( Danaus limniace and Euploea core) clustered

on a Heliotropium indicum plant which was in flower. At first I assum-

ed that the butterflies were feeding on the flowers, but closer inspection

revealed that all of them were clinging to, and feeding on, a dead and

decaying inflorescence drooping from the plant.

On a subsequent occasion, on 4th September, 1974, I noticed 5

Danaus limniace hovering around, and intermittently settling upon,

some newly flowering branches of a Heliotropium indicum growing on

the bank of the pond near the offices of the Borivli National Park. I

decided to find out whether they could be attracted away from this site

to another H. indicum plant growing about 8 feet away. I crushed an

inflorescence bearing few flowers of this latter plant, sufficient to extract

the plant juice without distorting its rigidity, and waited. In a few

minutes all the 5 specimens of D. limniace transferred their attention


